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Eusebia Presbyterian Church 
 Seymour, Tennessee 

 

         The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
                                  
         December 21, 2014 - 10:45 a.m. 

 



 

     ervice of Lessons and Carols 
Scripture and Music by Readers, Eusebia Singers, Eusebia Youth Choir,  

Soloist, Pianist, and Congregation 
 

Welcome, Announcements                                                           Elder of the Month Eric Turner                                
Lighting the Candles of the Holy Table                   Acolyte Meghan Hedrick 
Ringing the Church Bell  
Prelude    
Lighting the Advent Wreath (Gal. 4:4-5. Isa. 7:14)                                            LeRoy and Keela Paulsen 

One:  The grace of the LORD Jesus Christ be with us all. 
 When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
All: born of a woman, born under the law, . . .so that we might receive adoption as children. 
One: The young woman is with child and shall bear a son, 
All: and shall name him, “Immanuel,” “God with us.” 
One: Praise the LORD. 
All: The LORD’s name be praised. 
One: Let us pray. Almighty God of love, you chose the Virgin Mary, full of grace, to be the other 
 of our LORD and Savior. Now fill us with your grace, so that with her, we may rejoice in your 
 salvation, and in all things, embrace your will; through Jesus Christ our LORD, who lives and 
 reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
All: Amen.  

Response (all singing; Hymn# 85, stanza four only; Text W.I. Wold; Yiddish folk melody): 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

*Processional Hymn #140 Stanza one by Soloist Katrin Riggs, Stanza two by Eusebia Singers; 
   Congregation, please rise and join in singing stanzas three and four: 
   3. Jesus is our childhood’s pattern; day by day like us he grew; 
       he was little, weak and helpless; tears and smiles like us he knew; 
                                    and he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness.  
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   4. And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 
                                    for that child so dear and gentle is our LORD in heav’n above; 
                                    and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 

*Bidding Prayers, unison Lord’s Prayer                 p. 35 front of hymnal, led by Dr. Dwyn Mounger 
  Ending with Pastor: May God bless us; may Christ give us the joys of eternal life; may 
     the King of Angels bring us all to join the fellowship of the saints 
     who have gone before us. 
    All: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(Note: After each lesson but the Ninth the reader  
will say, “The Word of the Lord,” to which the people  

will please answer, “Thanks be to God.”) 

The First Lesson 
Isaiah 40:1-5    Kylie Woods 

Second Isaiah comforts the Jewish exiles  
with news of coming glory. 

Aathem   Sounds of Advent 
By Lee Dingler             Eusebia Singers 

The Second Lesson             
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7     Joel Smith   

Isaiah foretells the Messiah’s birth 
 and rule of peace and justice. 

Anthem Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
(See Hymn #129.)         Eusebia Quartet               

The Third Lesson 
 Micah 5:2-4    Janna McMurray    

The Prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem. 

*Congregat ion rises to sing #121, stanzas 1, 2, & 4: 

(7) 
PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY TO OUR “CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING” today 
(see insert), to be equally divided  between  needy  retired servants of  the Church and their 
survivors and PC(USA) ethnic schools and colleges. You may use the special envelope, or 
make your check to Eusebia Presbyterian Church, designated “Christmas Joy.” 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE, this Wednesday, December 24, in our 6:30 p.m. Candle & Carol 
Eucharist we’ll gather at the Lord’s Table to commune with the living Christ of Christmas. 

The sacrament is open to all who have 
been baptized in any branch of the 
Christian Church. Dr. Mounger’s 
meditation will be in rhymed verse. 
Worship will close with the lighting of 
candles in the darkened church and the 
singing of “Silent Night.” 
 

 
MAGI MEALS OFFERING CANS to be returned Sunday, Jan. 4  (for 
ministries to the needy of C.R.O.S.S. (Christians Reaching Out Serving 
Seymour) and Family Promise of Blount County), as we sing “We Three 
Kings.” . Figured 10c per person per day, starting on Thanksgiving Day 
(Nov. 27) and ending at breakfast on that Sunday morning, the gift by one person amounts to 
$11.50.  Figured from the First Sunday of Advent (Nov. 30), it is $10.60. 
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(6) 
THE SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS was first 
held in Truro (Church of England) Cathedral, Cornwall, 
Christmas Eve, 1880.  Although the church edifice at that 
time was a mere wooden shed, appropriately it more 
resembled the place of Christ’s birth in Bethlehem than do 
most of our ornate places of worship today. 
  In 1918 Dean Eric Milner-White adapted the 
Service of Lessons and Carols for use in the acoustically 
alive, 16th-century, perpendicular-Gothic King’s College 
Chapel, Cambridge University, from which it eventually 
began annually to be broadcast around the world--first by 
radio, then by BBC Television, every Christmas Eve.    

World War I had just ended when the dean began 
this service at King’s College.  Surely he had in mind the 

whole generation of British, Commonwealth, and European young men as well as the 
American youths who, later in that conflict, tragically perished.  For he added to the 
traditional Bidding Prayer a thanksgiving to God “for all those who rejoice with us, but upon 
another shore and in a greater light . . . .”   

Soon churches throughout the United Kingdom began versions of the service--for 
example, a Presbyterian one, telecast by BBC to every part of Scotland each Christmas Eve 
from medieval King’s College Chapel, Aberdeen University. Quickly it spread to the U.S.A. 
and all over the world.   

The particular lessons vary according to whether a congregation holds the service in 
Advent, on Christmas Eve, or during Christmastide (December 25-January 6).  And the 
hymns, carols, anthems, solos, and instrumental music also differ from place to place.  But 
the traditional Bidding Prayer has changed little in nearly a century.  In most places the first 
reader is a child or a youth; the last one, the senior minister of the particular parish or 
cathedral, who always reads the Incarnation Gospel, John 1:1-14, as the congregation 
reverently stands. 

 
MANY THANKS TO ALL who have made possible this inspiring service of worship 
today!  We are especially grateful to the readers of the lessons, to the Eusebia Singers, to 
Director of Music Katrin Riggs, Pianist Gaye Henley, to Music Resource Person and 
Director of the Eusebia Youth Choir Jean Williamson; and guitarist Rob Williamson. 
 
THANKS SO MUCH, TOO, to the boys and girls who assisted with the Procession, and to 
all who helped adorn both the Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall with beautiful decorations, 
including those who gave poinsettias in honor or in memory of loved ones! 
 

 (3) 
O Little Town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth. 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us; abide with us, our LORD Emmanuel! 

The Fourth Lesson 
Luke 1:26-38, 46a    Tim Crawford 

The Angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she  
will be the mother of Jesus. 

Solo Breath of Heaven 
 By Craig Courtenay                Katrin Riggs 

The Fifth Lesson 
Luke 2:1-7    Nancy Chance                          

Saint Luke announces the birth of Christ. 

*Congregation rises to sing #110: 

Love has come: a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises: Love! Love! 
Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love!  

Glory to God on high. 

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

See the glow in the eyes of his mother;  
what is the name her heart is saying? Love! Love! 

Love is the name she whispers. Love! Love!  
Jesus, Emmanuel. 

Love has come and never will leave us! 
Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. Love! Love! 

Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love!  
Praise to you, God on high!  

 



(4) 
The Sixth Lesson 

Luke 2:8-14    Ron Driesslein 
An angel announces to shepherds the birth of Christ. 

Anthem  Joy 
By Pam Andrews    Eusebia Youth Choir and Eusebia Singers 

The Seventh Lesson 
Luke 2:15-20    Keela Paulsen        

The shepherds go to the manger. 

Anthem  Away in a Manger    
Arr. Hal Hopson    Eusebia Youth Choir and Eusebia Singers            

The Eighth Lesson 
Matthew 2:1-11    Ken Johnson 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 
Solo         One Star   

By Cheryl Jones Rogers               Katrin Riggs 

*Congregation rises to sing #133, stanzas 1 & 3: 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; 
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come, and behold him, born the King of angels! 
Refrain:  O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 

  O come, let us adore him, Christ, the LORD! 

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation;  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest!  Refrain. 

*The Ninth Lesson 
John 1:1-14    Dwyn Mounger 

Saint John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

   Pastor (before reading): The Gospel of our Lord Jesus  
      Christ according to John. 

   All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

   Pastor (after reading):  The Gospel of the Lord. 
   All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

*Congregation sings #133, stanza 4: 

Yea, LORD, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n;  

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing.   Refrain. 
 

      (5) 
*Affirmation of Faith (unison; Apostles Creed)                                               page 35, front of hymnal 

*Gloria Patri, Hymn #581                                                           Greatorex 

Requests for Prayers, Shared Thanksgivings  
A Litany for Advent (sung responsively); by Shirley W. McRae, CCLI #2055325; tune to Hymn #302, O WALY
 WALY, English Folk Melody, © 1991 Choristers Guild); led by guitarist the Rev. Rob Williamson: 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 2. One:  The universe is in our care; help us protect, help us to share; 
  Send us your peace, your glad No-el;                   Response: O come to us, Emmanuel. 

 3. One:  Our world is torn in war and sin; our people hurt, without, within, 
               Your healing love will make us well;                    Response: O come to us, Emmanuel. 

 4. One: Prepare our hears, tell all the earth, that we may celebrate your birth; 
       O enter in our lives to dwell;                                 Response: O come to us, Emmanuel. 

Prayers of the People                                                                                                                    Dr. Mounger 
Call to Discipleship 

*Prayer of Dedication and Benediction                                                                 Dr. Mounger 

*Response, all sing; tune to Hymn #152, PUER NOBIS NASCITUR; words D. Mounger: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Postlude 

We cordially invite all to sit for this last part of worship, in further praise to God. 

*Please rise in body or in spirit.  


