
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     SUNDAY WORSHIP IN 
                               (All meditations & sermons by Dr. Mounger,  
                                                unless noted otherwise.) 

      June 1, 10:45 a.m., Sunday after Ascension Day-  Holy Communion, “Why Must God  
       Leave Us?” (Luke 24:44-53). 
       11:45 a.m.- Brief (about 10 minute) Service for Wholeness for those who linger. 
 
DAY OF PENTECOST, June 8, 2014, 10:45 a.m.- Try to wear RED clothing on this third most 
important day of the Christian year!  Festival procession with Jill Hedrick’s Pentecost ban- 
ner.  Original Sermon-in-Verse,  “Reuben and All the Redheads” (Acts 2:1-21). 

 
June 15, 10:45 a.m., Trinity Sunday (Father’s Day), Men of the Church Sunday – “Does 
Marriage Work Anymore?” (I John 3:18-24). 
 
June 22, 10:45 a.m., 2nd Sunday after Pentecost-  “God’s Shining Face” (Numbers 6:22-
27). 

 
June 29, 10:45 a.m., 3rd Sunday after Pentecost, SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING AND 
PRAYER FOR THE NATION; we gather outside the Sanctuary to put flags on the 15 
known graves of Revolutionary War vets in Eusebia Cemetery.  “Jesus the Patriot” 
(Luke 13:31-35). 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP IN 

July 6,, 10:45 a.m., 4th Sunday after Pentecost- “Coping with Grief”                   (II Samuel 12:15b-24a). 

July 13, 10:45 a.m., 5th Sunday after Pentecost- “No Closet Chris-                 tians” (Matthew 5:14-16). 

July 20, 10:45 a.m., 6th Sunday after Pentecost-  Guest preacher today (Dr. Mounger, continuing ed.). 
July 27, 10:45 a.m., 7th Sunday after Pentecost- Ordination and/or Installation of 
John Mechler and Connie Olschewske to the holy office of Ruling Elder. “Gifted 
Governors” (Exodus 18:13-27). 
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        EUSEBIA’S HISTORIC  COMMUNION VESSELS  TO  
        BE USED FOR OUR EUCHARIST  SUNDAY, JUNE 1 
     At its meetings in April and May the Session authorized a small 
but meaningful change in the way that we celebrate Holy Commun- 
ion each first Sunday and on special Christian observances.  
     Although we’ll keep the Common loaf and flagon (pitcher), and  
will  continue our custom of breaking off a piece,  we’ll include ac-  
tion that  will underscore both  the  horizontal and  the veritcal na- 
nature of this Sacrament, as we historically  have understood it in 
the Reformed/Presbyterian tradition. 
     Moreover, we’ll be using the beautiful, antebellum (1860) silver Communion service that, up to now, has 
been on display in the Historical Room:  the two chalices plus two patens (bread plates) and the flagon. 
     Ushers will escort us to the Holy Table in groups, to gather around it. Standing behind it, the Pastor and 
Elder of the Month will each pass to either side a paten, followed by a chalice. We’ll each hold the paten  
and, then, the chalice, for our neighbor; who will hold it for the next person, etc.; until all have communed. 
     On the Holy Table will also be the tray of tiny cups of wine, for those who prefer that option. 
     Please see the moving essay, below, by Eusebia Ruling Elder Eric Turner for a wonderful description of 
the depths of the meaning and the blessing of Holy Communion in our branch of world Christianity. 

--Dwyn Mounger, Interim Pastor 
 
 

“I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you 
in my Father’s kingdom.”    -- Matthew 26:29 (NRS) 

 
 In the Lord’s Supper, we have the spiritual relationship between the signs (bread and wine) and the 
things signified1 -- communion of the saints with Christ, communion with one another, and a prefiguration of 
the Feast in heaven. In each we find past, present and future themes confronting and eliciting hope, faith, 
and love in us. 
 
 The blessings of the Covenantal Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper are only enjoyed when we partake 
of it with faith.2 Though initiated by God, faith is the way we join in union and communion with a holy and 
living God.  
 
 First, by the Holy Spirit’s power, we enjoy Holy Communion, basking in the true presence of the 
living Christ. Although Christ is locally present at the right hand of the Father, and we are gathered at the 
earthly Lord’s Table, yet by the Spirit’s power we are spiritually present with Christ.3 The privilege, honor, 
and majesty of our presence with Christ in the Sacrament remind us of the bodily life of our Savior; his life, 
death and resurrection; his passion, propitiation, and reconciliation that bring us into true life and joy. They 
remind us that in Christ’s death, and in my baptism, I am joined with him.4  John Calvin gives a wonderful 
description of this Union5 -- 
 
“When becoming partaker of our human mortality, he made us partakers of his divine immortality; 
when offering himself in sacrifice, he took our curse upon himself, that he might cover us with his 
blessing, when by his death he devoured and swallowed up death, when in his resurrection he 
raised our corruptible flesh, which he had put on, to glory and incorruption.” 
 
 We well realize that this world is not our home, and through us Christ is reconciling the world to 
himself.6  Finally, we are encouraged that, though the Lord’s Supper is a fleeting spiritual encounter with our 
Savior, a day will come when we will neither enter into his presence nor leave it, a day when we will glorify, 
adore and magnify his name eternally – when we will be both physically and spiritually present with him in 
heaven. 
 
 Second, in the Lord’s Supper we have a communion with all the saints (i.e. Christians) of the 
Church.7  Here the past, present and future themes are staggering in implication. At the Table, I join with all 
Christians who have come before us -- such as Abraham, David, Paul, as well as my friends and family in 



the recent past, who have gone before me. I also join with all the world’s Christians, And I am at the same 
Table with all the saints who are yet to come, those unborn – such as the grandchildren of my children. This 
is indeed a profound mystery, which is the very definition of a Sacrament. 
 
 Third, in the Lord’s Supper, we have a prefiguration of the Wedding Feast of the Lamb.8  We can 
recall the feasts that God has provided his people, both materially – Passover, the Feast of First Fruits, the 
Institution of the Lord’s Supper, etc. - and spiritually -- God’s gracious, face-to-face meeting with his saints 
in the Old Testament, Christ, the physical embodiment of God on earth living with us, his creation, God’s 
mercy, patience and sovereignty in nurturing, sustaining and growing his Church here on earth.  
 
 We can presently see that the life of a Christian is to be one of continual feasting, both materially 
and spiritually, in all that God has given us.9  We feast on the goodness of God, the graciousness of Christ, 
and the continual comfort of the Holy Spirit. We feast so often on these things that we often fail to recognize 
the enormous bounty that each Person of the Trinity provides us every day, hour, minute, second! The 
Lord’s Supper puts into perspective the reality of feasting that we enjoy through Christ, in relation to God the 
Father, by the outworking of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 Finally, we can envision a time when the Feast of Communion will be a real, practical occurrence. In 
this third understanding we have the most powerful, experiential evidence:  I stand at the table, I am 
surrounded by my family and friends, I sing and I hear the songs of praise, I eat the bread, I taste the wine, I 
serve and I  am served.  All of these things I can experience, and through them I can foresee, however 
dimly, what the wedding feast of the Lamb will be like. 
 
 Though all these things are mysterious, we affirm that they are true by Faith. St. Augustine defined a 
Sacrament as “An outward and visible sign of an inward and invisible grace.”  No Sacrament is given 
without God’s promise. A Sacrament seals and confirms the promise. Although the Word is itself sufficient, 
and no Sacrament is needed to establish it, yet because our faith is weak, God gives us Sacraments to 
affirm to us the Word. Material in form, a Sacrament is so because we are human, residing in bodies; and 
we need earthly reminders of God’s spiritual promises. 
 
 The material Lord’s Supper brings us into communion with Christ, with one another, and ultimately 
with the living, triune God. We are reminded of what came before us; we encounter truly and are truly 
encountered, and we are aroused to further hope and faith in the future. So when we read Christ’s words in 
Matthew 26:29, we know that it is not the far-off, distant future to which our Lord refers, but to the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, where he will eat and drink with us in his Father’s kingdom. 
 

--Eric Turner, Ruling Elder 
Eusebia Church 

 
1The Westminster Confession, ch. 27.2. 2John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Faith, IV.xvii.33. 
 3John Calvin, Geneva Catechism, Q. & A. 354. 4Rom. 6:3.   5Calvin, Insts. Christian Faith XVII.iv.. 
 6I Cor. 5:11-21. 7Westminster Conf., ch. 26. 8Rev. 19. 9I Cor. 4.  
 

Your PNC is now reviewing Personal Information Forms (PIFs, or 
resumes) from candidates for Eusebia’s Pastor position.  Also we’re 
placing classified ads in two Presbyterian publications announcing 
our vacancy.  The PNC doesn’t yet have a timetable for conducting 
interviews or reviewing references, for we expect to receive additional 
resumes in the next few weeks.  The PNC will conduct our work 
thoroughly and expeditiously but can’t be in too big a rush.  With 
God’s support and guidance, we will find the ideal person for our 
church.  

--John Mechler, Chair 
 



 

 
 
 

  
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Schedule  

        Changes: 
Make a NOTE of them:) 

 
 

 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
for children and adults 
of all ages is weekly 
July 11, 18, and 25, 
5:30-8:00. Bible stories, 
games, music, hand-

crafts will all be based around a common 
theme.  For adults not helping teach VBS 
young people, there will be a discussion 
class on Presbyterian beliefs (see column 
at right for details). These adult classes will 
actually begin during the Sunday school 
hour, 9:30 a.m., on Sunday, June 22. 
 BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS! 

  Eusebia Presbyterian Church 
                    Founded 1786 
        1701 Burnett Station Road 
  Seymour, Tennessee 37865-3241 
                   (865) 982-6332 
              www.eusebiachurch.com  
 
 
 
  
                      
        A congregation of the 

   Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)                        
                   Located at 
     Burnett Station Rd. & U.S. Hwy. 411  
 (Sevierville Rd./Maryville Hwy.) 

Interim Pastor. . . . .Dwyn Mounger, M.Div., Ph.D. 
Clerk of Session. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tim Crawford 
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jill Hedrick 
Director of Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Katrin Riggs 
Pianist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gaye Henley 
Webmaster Eric Turner:    eric@knox-mma.com 
 

TO: 

1. No first-Sunday church breakfasts, 
June through August; and 

2. Brief “Service for Wholeness” on 
alternate months (June 1, Aug. 3). DISCUSS PRESBYTERIAN BELIEFS, 

CHURCH GOVERNMENT, HERITAGE, & 
IMPACT ON OUR MODERN WORLD! 

     Dr. Mounger, with Tim Crawford and Eric Turner, 
will lead discussions of these themes June 22 
during the 9:30 a.m. Sunday School hour, through 
July 27, and also include the three Friday evenings 
of Vacation Bible School, July 11, 18, and 25  
     We’ll concentrate on the  wonderful, new English 
translation of the Heidelberg Catechism, part of the 
PC(USA) Book of Confessions. The most Christ-
centered of our creeds, the Heidelberg was 450 
years old last year.  Inspired by Friedrich III (“Fred-
erick the Good”), Calvinist Prince-Elector of the 
Palatinate (Rhineland, Germany), it attempted (ulti-
mately unsuccessfully) to unite Lutherans, 
Reformed, Zwinglians, and even Roman Catholics 
in his realm, and centers on the meaning of the 
Apostles’ Creed, Ten Commandments, and Lord’s 
Prayer. The famous German university city of Hei-
delberg, largely untouched by World War II, and the 
Reformed Holy Spirit Church are pictured above. 
 


