
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     
                             SUNDAY WORSHIP IN 
     
       (All meditations & sermons by Dr. Mounger, unless  
   noted otherwise; Elder of the Month Johnny Redwine.) 
 

 
Sept. 7, 13th Sunday after Pentecost,10:45 a.m.- Holy Communion, 
“Naming the Idols” (Exodus 32:1-14). 
 

Sept. 14, 14th Sun. after Pentecost, 10:45 a.m.- “Joyful Shout or 
Sorrowful Wail?” (Ezra 3:8-13) 

 
Sept. 21, 15th Sun. after Pentecost,  10:45 a.m.- 
“Coping with Grief” (II Samuel 12:15b-24a). 
 
    
 

      Sept, 28, 16th Sun. After Pentecost, 10:45 a.m.- 
       YOUTH AND CHILDREN OF THE CON- 
       GREGATION PRESENT AN ORIGINAL, 3-
       ACT MINI-PLAY, “MOSES” (based on  
       Exodus 1-13).      
       Bring relatives and friends!   
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A (true) TALE OF TWO CITIES 
 “Geen Buitenlanders!” – “No foreigners!” the gruff 
Dutchman shouted down the steep stairway. 
 Amsterdam, the 1960s.  A young American just 
beginning a Fulbright year at the city’s Free University, I 
was trying hard to find a room that I might rent.   
 At that time the institution had no dormitories, but 
only classrooms and lecture halls in elegant, 17th-
century mansions that mostly lined the medieval, 
concentric canals of this colorful former Zuider Zeeport.  
 Nearby was the Westerkerk (Reformed West 
Church), burial place of Rembrandt, with its crowned 
tower and bells once beloved by Jewish adolescent 
Anne Frank, as she and her family hid from the Nazis. 
 The university provided a list of private flats that 
supposedly rented single rooms to students. Guiding my 
bicycle over cobblestones and medieval, curved bridges, 
dodging trams, buses, other bikes, I stopped at each 

address. But my quest proved fruitless. My halting, U.S.-accented Dutch betrayed me as a buitenlander!  
Until then I’d always thought Holland the most tolerant of European nations! 
 At last I found a room—more expensive—in a small pension, or bed-and-breakfast inn. 
 In retrospect, however, it was good for me, a white man from the U.S. South, to experience the 
same prejudice that, sadly, newcomers encounter in many lands, including the U.S.A.  How good are we at 
Eusebia Church in heeding the repeated, Biblical command to aid strangers? 
 Come with me to another city—Cairo, Egypt, the 1970s. Shepherding a group of Americans through 
the ancient suq, or marketplace, I spied a shop offering shelter from midday’s heat. Swirling Arabic 
calligraphy from the Qur’an covered the walls. 
 Warmly greeting us, the owner, before mentioning his wares, seated us, offering us thick, strong 
qawah (coffee), mint tea, or cool cola.  Only after we drank did he get down to business—standard 
procedure in Arab boutiques. The Middle Eastern Law of Hospitality survives! 
 This precept dates back to the Old Testament (see, e.g., Genesis 18:1-8, and the etching, above), 
which contains many regulations requiring kindness and assistance to the “alien,” “sojourner,” “foreigner.” In 
the desert regions where the Jews lived—where their Arab half-siblings still do—such aid was a matter of 
life or death!  One welcomed the sojourner, gave him or her shelter, and a place at ones table. If a farmer, 
you left in your field or arbor the surplus grain and grapes for the nomad to glean for bread, fruit, and wine. 
 Jesus underscored this rule of hospitality: “I was a stranger and you welcomed [did not welcome] me 
. . . .Just as you did it [did not do it] to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did [did 
not do] it to me” (Matthew 25:31-43). 
 How do Eusebians go about obeying what is clearly God’s will in regard to the visitor to this church 
on a Sunday morning? To the immigrants, especially the Latinos who have blessed both Blount and Sevier 
counties by their zeal for hard work, their cuisine, their melodious Spanish, their different cultures? 
 What can we do, besides wring our hands and sigh, in regards to the thousands of Central American 
children and youth, many of them alone and quite young, who have flooded our southern borders, often 
sent by a frantic parent or relative to try to save them from danger, attack, death from drug lords?  
 No one wants our nation’s boundaries to remain as porous as they now appear. Yet comprehensive 
immigration reform remains illusive in Washington, deemed a political rather than a vital, Christian issue!   
 Our Presbyterian General Assembly, always made up of an equal number of teaching elders 
(pastors) and ruling (lay) elders, has repeatedly called for humanitarian changes in immigration laws—and 
especially shelter and just treatment for refugee children. But can Eusebia do more?  Perhaps reach out to 
Latinos and other newcomers to this region, inviting them to join us in bilingual worship and shared meals?  
How will Eusebians welcome the new, permanent pastor whom the PNC one day will recommend to you? 
 “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels 
without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:2). 
 

--Dwyn Mounger, Interim Pastor 



 WELCOME TO IVY WINCHESTER (photo at right), whom 
the Session received into the full fellowship of Eusebia 
Church at its stated meeting on August 13.  Ivy’s address is 
P.O. Box 26, Townsend, TN 37882.  Telephone (865) 448-
8900.  She is a professional groomer of pets, and was 
raised in the historic First Presbyterian Church, 
Greeneville, TN.  The Session meets in called Session 
again on September 7, right after the 9 a.m., first-Sunday 
congregational breakfast (see announcement below) to 
receive our Pianist/Organist Gaye Henley.  If you would 
like to join Gaye and unite with this flock at that time, too, 
please phone Dr. Mounger (865) 249-7731. 
 
FIRST-SUNDAY, CHURCH FELLOWSHIP BREAKFASTS 
RE-SUME, after a break for the summer, September 7, at  
9 a.m., in the fellowship hall.  This first meal will be a 
continental breakfast. Please bring a dish to share.  
   

CHILDREN AND YOUTH, COME JOIN THE CAST OF OUR 
PLAY “MOSES!” We need YOU to play roles of Egyptian 
taskmasters, Jewish slaves, and Pharaoh’s helpers. Come to 
9:30 a.m. Sunday school to practice on September 7, 14, 21, 
and 28. Costumes and props will be simple. No speaking parts, 
but we’ll act and pose as the narrator tells the exciting stories of 
Moses from the Book of Exodus (the theme for July’s Vacation 
Bible School this year).  Bring any and all interested friends! 
 
 

 
OUR COPIES OF GLORY TO GOD HAVE ARRIVED!  
This inspiring, new hymnal of our Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) was carefully compiled by a highly 
representative committee of musicians, composers, 
singers, pastors, and non-professionals who love 
musically to praise the Lord in corporate worship.  The 
collection contains virtually all the hymns in the two 
volumes that we now have to juggle in our services 
each Sunday—but many more!  Director of Music 
Katrin Riggs and Pianist/Organist Gaye Henley now relish playing moving selections from 
it each Sunday.  Many thanks to Carolyn McMurray for the beautiful calligraphy with which 
she has inscribed on stickers on the inside, front cover of each, the names of each donor of 
a copy, plus the names of those who, by this wonderful gift, are honored or memorialized.  
One of our members who prefers anonymity has matched each gift of money, thus putting 
us over the top in our drive for the hymnals! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       COMING IN OCTOBER 
 

 
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY, October 5, 10:45 a.m.: our annual, 
special Peace and Global Witness Offering, part of which wil l  go to 
ministries of compassion of C.R.O.S.S. (Christians Reaching Out 
Serving Seymour)and Family Promise of Bliount County, and part to 
worldwide evangelistic,  healing, hunger, and 
justice outreach of the PC(USA). 
 
  

MEDIC BLOODMOBILE, Tuesday, October 6, 
in Eusebia Church parking lot al l  afternoon, 2 p.m. 
to 6, for urgently needed donations.  
 
 
 
 

 

TO: 

  Eusebia Presbyterian Church 
                    Founded 1786 
        1701 Burnett Station Road 
  Seymour, Tennessee 37865-3241 
                   (865) 982-6332 
              www.eusebiachurch.com  
 
 
 
  
                      

A congregation of the Presbyterian Church       
(U.S.A.) located at Burnett Station Rd. and U.S. 
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